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Middle~ faq~F Eas ^ Soviet propaganda on the 

wiah?" S' ^ ® growing harsher as Moscow awaits 

Washington s decision on whether to give additional 
aircraft to Israel, y duaitionai 

v ‘ A ^ ASS statement on Monday, probably tricraered 

iLt I2 raeli a±r attack on an Egyptian fS??y 

taries tet^ 3 ? ne ° . the tou 9 hest Soviet comnen- 
tteArabS " months - It: specifically pledged 

b . th neces sary support to defend themselves 
and also denounced Israel's military activities in 
uncommonly strong terms . The statement deviated 

in^onlv £r\ earlier Soviet pronouncements by giv- 

ln L? lY the barest nod to the need for a politick 
settlement in the Middle East. Political 

7 support for the Arabs. Moreover, the n pH- 
dical New Times on the same day warned of the dan- 

USSR°5 ap ?® asln 9 aggressors and pledged that the 
USSR considers "many-sided" assistance to ?he “Jabs 

ieCeni d^ a ^ 0na i debt -'' 0ther P^licateonC in 
arms is acceptable to the Kremiin. ilmltatl ° n ° n 

increfCI i CC»^ Paganda sti11 intended to 

to alter thTm ? ° n Israel to atop its raids and 
for 161 ^ tlieauest 


gi?i Iht A U S la ^ ”** tee ^^ a te? P SompSlsion g ?o tS 

s v thf gs A ^i - e irgsaa:; t r d — ^ 
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C kaos: Communist forces are pressing their ad- 
vantage in the Plaine des Jarres area, although 
tnere has been no major ground action. 

A small North Vietnamese sapper team raided 

aar base at L °ng Tieng during the evening of 
17 February, destroying one observation aircraft. 
Four of the attackers, believed to be North Viet- 
namese, were killed while the government lost one 
officer. Although damage was light, the raid was 
w-.i. f;LrSt enemy attack on Long Tieng. Small North 
Vietnamese reconnaissance groups have been reported 
m the area before, however. 

Long Tieng, the key to Vang Pao's effort in 
m? e n °f theast / is defended by about 1,000 troops. 

The attack was probably intended to confuse Vang 
Pao s forces and to compel the Meo leader to pull 
troops off the Plaine to defend the large numbers 
of Meos in the Long Tieng area. 

At this time there is no evidence to suggest 
the enemy is prepared to initiate a major thrust 
at Long Tieng. The rugged and unfamiliar terrain 
■ Long T i e ng and the Plaine present a for- 
midable obstacle to any large-scale enemy opera- 
tions in this area. in addition, the complex of 
Meo villages surrounding the base would make it 
extremely difficult for the enemy to move into 
he area in strength without the government having 
adequate warning. y 

The situation around Xieng Khouang airstrip 
appears to have eased somewhat. A battalion of 
enemy troops, which had dug in close to the airfield 
was driven off early this morning. Government troops 
are m pursuit of the Communist force. 


25X1! 


tne government's air operations are inflicting 
heavy casualties on North Vietnamese forces. The 

however appear willin( ? to accept the se losses. 


jMap) J 
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Communist Chinese Increase AAA in Northern Laos 


NORTH 

VIETNAM 


mao 


LAO! 


CHINA 


ivietJ 

NAM 


NORTH 


VIETNAM 


BURMA 


Construction camj 


.■Statute. Miles' 


Communist-controlled area 


Contested territory 


Approved For Release 2003/02/27gg£-gEjR79T00975A015600050001-3 






Approved For Release 2003/02/27 §Elg^5fr9T00975A015600050001 -3 


25X1 


18 Feb 70 Central Intelligence Bulletin 5 


Communist China - Laos : A recent increase m 
the Chinese Communist antiaircraft artillery force 
in northern Laos has raised the estimate of Chinese 
troops in the country to 8-10,000 from the earlier 
figure of 5-7,000. 

the Chinese AAA 

force deployed in Laos to support Chinese road con- 
struction is larger than a normal division. The 
number of occupied Chinese AAA sites has more than 
tripled since mid-December 1969, with the greatest 
increase in the Muong Sai - Muong La areas, as well 
as along the new road to Muong Houn. These sites 
provide additional security for the major road 
bridges at Muong Sai and Muong La. They also pro- 
tect Chinese bivouac areas, storage sites, and con- 
struction camps. These facilities have grown con- 
siderably since September 1969 when road construc- 
tion resumed on a large scale. They extend along 
the new construction as far as Muong Houn and well 
past Muong La. 

The Chinese forc es include AAA, construction, 
and security troops . 

(Map) 
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ment A cultural and scientific agree- 

Sppcr?;S?Ls n in°2wL: eCentlY WiU increase SOViet 

The agreement, announced during the visit to 
Moscow of Education Minister Pacheco, provides for 

Phv^ff i0n PUblic health “ d ■"edicSe! as?ro- 

geochemistry, tectonic mapping, and other 

c^ra^L^T' ^ “-verSLy'iraJnin^ 

cultural areas. Negotiations began soon after the 
two countries re-established relations nearlv 
years ago The major difficulty was 
sisteuce that exchanges must be channeled throuqh 
the government, a precaution designed to present 

Communists . Pr ° gram by Chile's influential 

_ A growing role in intellectual and scientific 
activities has thus far been the Soviets 'most ff- 

P^ e^^nT Chile ' Trade has »°t 

prospered, and a credit and technical agreement 
has hardly been used. Soviet officials sSSm Sell 
informed on Chilean politics, but in this field 
they operate through the l arge Communist Part^f 


18 Feb 70 


Central Intelligence Bulletin 


6 


Approved For Release 2003/02/27 ? ^CJA T RpP79T00975A015600050001-3 




Approved For Release 2003/02/27 S®£$^?9T00975A015600050001-3 


NOTES 


Yugoslavia- USSR : Tito's likely decision 


to at- 
tend tne Lenin centennial on n April could serve 
to ease Soviet- Yugoslav tensions. The Yugoslavs 
feel they can attend an open gathering of this 
type without compromising their principles. Tito 
will go to Moscow prepared to rebuff any Soviet 
effort to make him change his independent stance. 
His presence will insure that Romania's Ceausescu, 
who is also expected to be on hand, will have an 


ally in resisting any potential pressure. 


n n x x 
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USSR-Cuba : A Soviet trade official has an- 

nounced that the 1970 trade protocol signed on 16 
February calls for total trade to reach $1.3 bil- 
lion. This represents a 50-percent increase over 
1969. All of the increase apparently will be ac- 
counted for by higher Cuban sugar deliveries to 
the USSR. A Moscow press announcement states that 
the agreement calls for Soviet imports of up to 
five million tons of sugar. L ess than 1.5 million 
tons were shipped last year. 

* * * * 
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